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Language

The Japanese writing system consists of three different character sets:

+ Kanji (ideogram — several thousands of Chinese Characters)
- Katakana (phonograms)

+ Hiragana (phonograms)
Roman alphabets are used only, for example, for:

+ Abbreviations (e.g. UFO)
« Company names (e.g. NTT - Nippon Telegraph and Telephone)

« Product names (e.g. iPhone, ThinkPad)

In Japanese writing, English words are not mixed with Japanese letters. Instead, words which are borrowed from

foreign languages are written in Katakana based on their pronunciations.

Written Japanese consists of thousands of characters across four character sets: Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji and the
Latin alphabet. The four character sets are used in combination within the same sentence, each with its own

purpose and rules, as well as its own visual weight and texture.
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Typography and fonts

Web fonts

The Japanese language have three different character sets - Kanji, Katakana and Hiragana. While there are a lot of
web fonts for Latin alphabets, there are not many for Japanese. The reason is because Latin fonts can be squeezed
into files of tens to a few hundreds of kilobytes, Japanese font sets are enormous and typically go into the
megabytes. This would be a problem because the website will not display correctly until the font has finished

downloading and is loaded into browser memory.

There are many different Japanese font types. The two dominant and readily available ones are (sans-
serif) and (serif).

Most popular fonts

- aoee This is the most common, web-safe fonts (preinstalled on many devices) in Japan and it is

used in most websites, quite similar to Latin sans-serifs. However, it is not as beautiful and not particularly legible.

B \While (sans-serif) has plain and even-width strokes, (serif, close to Roman type) has
decorative pieces on thick and thin strokes . It is also one of the most browser compatible fonts. Although it has
more 'Japanese touch', it is not always being rendered properly and has low legibility. Some people, therefore, would

use this font (or other more fancy fonts) but render it as graphic instead.
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Other Japanese fonts include:

« W meaning ‘clear to read'. As it is easier to read as compared to other font and it is a web-safe font, it is
also one of the most popular choices for many web designers. While it is not particularly beautiful, it does not

share the same strong characteristics as other fonts, making it one of the best fonts for paragraphs

+ W It can be used in both formal and informal documents. It has 5 weights so you can use the font for

both headings and body text

+ W The design concept of . is the font for Japanese history novels. This modern font blends
incorporate beautiful Japanese traditional elements in it which makes it a good option for both formal and

informal documents. It has 4 font weights.
A key consideration when choosing the right font(s): Page loading speed!

In English, typography has very a small impact to page loading speed because font file sizes are usually very small

(e.g. less than 500KB). However, it is a different story for Japanese fonts.

Japanese font files have double-digit hiragana, both single-digit and double-digit katakana, both single-digit and
double-digit alphanumeric characters, many symbols, and from 2,000 to 12,000 kanji characters. Some font files
have more than 300,000 characters in total and the file size can be bigger than 2MB. Therefore, sometimes it might

be safer and better to use okay-looking, pre-installed fonts unless you want to sacrifice fast loading speed for some
beautiful fonts!
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Font design
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Line height
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Capitalisation and Italicisation
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Punctuation marks
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Text input

Desktop input

Mobile input
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Title
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Title

Our recommendation for your digital product design
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Naming convention

Order

Middle names

Online name fields and labellings
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Address format

0
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I I Phone number
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Date format
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Calendar picker

First Day of the Week

Time format
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Numeric format

OO0+
Oo0-
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Currency
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Unit of measurements

Officially, Japanis on the

Measuring space
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, B Unit of measurements

& ‘ The way temperature measurements are written in Japanese is slightly different than in the West
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Search engine

WA

Social network
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| | Key payment methods

(EH

Popular payments methods in Japan vary according to the types of stores, services or products.

BEYO

I



A preview of Beyo Global Japan Design Guide. Copyright: Beyo Global

Key payment methods

(EH
A
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Enjoy the preview?

Buy the Design Guide now

https://beyo.global/global-design-guide
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